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BEWITCHING RUSSIAN OPERA THE TSARINA FROM STATE TO STAGE
? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a
fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go
away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an
underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they
have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go
thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she,
without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a
Schoolmaster dclxvii.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.89.
Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the
like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate
lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and
every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise
[and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence."
And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.The king gave ear to her counsel and
despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El
Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade
the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his
presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity.
He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various
kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess
Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas
was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come
with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their
lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food
and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..19. The
Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams
bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee,
with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said,
"O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he
went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house
and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we
forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and
candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath
betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded
to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the
worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised
him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather
up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof.
Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason
fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.So El
Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score
horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and
horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the
heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted
in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of
price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince
El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and
bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel
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all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for
aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.INDEX
TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his
friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came
to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on
me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we
were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?'
Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.When she
had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder,
hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left.
Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but
with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest."
"Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of
Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those
who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants
and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his
servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him
and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who
should keep watch over them..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For
what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a
deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him
nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for
that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the
merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know
nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the
merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou
swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and
came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.45. Ali Shir (230) and
Zumurrud dlxix.?Story of King Bihkerd..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.All this while
Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O
Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen
Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art
thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of
the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his
eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied
she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his
turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!
Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end
and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?
But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may
speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no
regard for thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster
cccciii."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight
offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth
Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the
ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my
knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this
world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the
world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it
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pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..The Fifteenth Night of the
Month..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife
dlxxxiv.Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them
thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to
flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found
himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree
and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst
over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.The folk took compassion on him and gave
him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told
them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and
hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King
Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them,
saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They
laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?'
Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O
youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a
brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik
Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And
birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she
found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and
there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in
her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and
[other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after
which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls
and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..71. Yehya
ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.The
king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my
enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he
was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So
he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it
belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition,
passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with
honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and
safety I traverse, without fear,.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the
[special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave
them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.'
Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide
on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back,
as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high
rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his
transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to
seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she
loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their
fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is
private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that
estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.The Khalif laughed and said,
"Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said,
"None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to
the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful,
thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered,
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saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the
house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and
there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves,
"Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to
his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and
told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money
belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken
the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a
basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the
Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..? ?
? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what
is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly,
which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said
to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the
youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a
lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me
forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is
my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..As
he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found
him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So
he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with
Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,
cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew
their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of
them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of
you will be saved.".Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..Then she arose and going in
to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and
said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I
know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who
hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless
woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she
said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,
do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched
him.'.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be
the myrtles of thy hair..The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him.
So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he
repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and
went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate,
he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..With this the Khalif waxed
wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is
dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say
that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of
Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should
return with news..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went
out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written
in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to
my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they
espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them
nothing..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho,
Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell
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a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed,
and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is
there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what
while I suffered sore chagrin..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his
patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he
arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over
the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices
fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh
me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that
which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and
licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning
his eyes about upon everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of
thee!.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered
the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself
therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me
and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to
the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship,
and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the
city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I
feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen
aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then
I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him
to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And
may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii.
117..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing
(214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and
looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none
but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me
from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and
she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..When the evening
evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the
Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that
she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to
him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs
must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king
speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went
out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of
severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy
ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still
angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she
questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in
the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw
[the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it
please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall
mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had
passed..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ?
The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie.."There was once a king of the kings, whose
name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm
and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I
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reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He
will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the
enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought.
So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou
mayst help me against mine enemy.'.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..Then
he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his
kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the
desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with
them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he
abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his
mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the
days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered
to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened
and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing
his wife and children..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee
languishment?.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I
will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make
thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and
indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own
country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may
show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved
ones ever near,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30)
who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day],
carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in
another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had
sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.When the
night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king,
that.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya
and Num his Slave-girl di.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..Now there
was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness,
till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if
he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but
he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Nor," added the vizier, "is this,
O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more
delightsome.".Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.The raft fared on
with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed
and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting
the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of
the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my
breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare
and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? God to a
tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My
name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and
shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said
to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water
and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an
issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that
she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she
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returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..So he took a belt,
wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and
gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to
return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a
man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this
dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in
dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after
the fullest fashion..Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands
and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding
joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the
earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On
the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him
are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand
a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he
mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,
"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,
lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth
and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One
who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his
realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I,
O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of
beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,
so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to
my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she
was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in
that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst
concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.King Shah Bekht and his
Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..End of Volume I..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her
cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the
cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said
to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.When the king had read this letter, he
rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought
of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others,
intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one
day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and
armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and
wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where
they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me
kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.Then they returned to
Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair.
Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and
the Merchant's Sister dcvi.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse
and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik
Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy
father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou
and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was
certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going
about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to
know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not.
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