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5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent

and bid my tears be dried..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding

delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the

cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening

and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which

his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and

he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with

the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man

returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his

case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying,

"The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse,

As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked

with white;.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..If, in his own land, midst his

folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that

Sees from them away..Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of

honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry

behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all

dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the

slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and

royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..Then they fell to journeying

night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the

camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of

El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope

with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the

victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw

water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain

camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the

place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her,

saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most

High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use

thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage

and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience

of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour

,,.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had

prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the

Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself

that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and

slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his

hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and

brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi

(25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded

glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and

grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of

the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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